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A LOOK BACK AT 1971 

The year 1971 was hardly the UFO subject's best season. The impact of the Condon 
report, released in January, 1969, and the closing of the Air Force's (AF) Project 
Blue Book (the official organ that had been "investigating" UFO reports for more than 
20 years) was still being strongly felt at the start of the new year. Sightings and 
the public int�rest declined and it seemed as if a dearth -- if not a dirge -- of the 
subject was occurring. . ,. 

· 

But the si ghti ngs continued and there were some s-i gni fi cant deve 1 opments to prove 
that, once again, the UFO subject was not dead. The large daily newspapers and wire 
services continued a general blackout ·of UFO news, particularly sighting reports, but 
UFOR received hundreds of clippings from the smaller dailies and weeklies, as well as 
some magazines. 

The AF Academy physics textbook chapter that taught its students that UFOs were 
probabty extra�errestrial (ET) surveillance craft was being circulated, but, early in 
the year, 1t was discovered that the chapter had been· revised as of the Fall 1970 se­
mester to more or less fit the conclusions of the Condon report. (The editor of this 
new�letter first publicly revealed the textbook chapter's ex�stence and that of the 
Rand d�cument mentioned below in an artic1e he wrote, published in the December 25, 
1��9; edition of 1'11� wash-t.ngto'1 DaUy News). In its f'1rst newsletter, issued in April, 
UFOR b�ougtlt t9 1 i ght a compan1_on piece to the Acadel!\)' textbook -- tke Rand Corporation 
documtnt on UFOS stamped "For Ran6 Use Onlyl Do Not Quate or Cite in External Rand Pub-
11cU10ns or Corretpohdence.11 Tn1s paper wu alto h1gh1y po�it1ve on the sUbject. It 
1s of apeeia1 &1gnif1canct that both the original AcadtmY textbook chapter lhd the Rand 
document War� 1ssu•d we11 a��� the Un1ver•1ty of C61orado UFO Project began 1ts stu� 
d1et a�d 5oth �ubl1cat1ons ca11td fore serious, sc1�ntif1c look at the subject. as if 
to ,onor• the fact that the Colorado Project was in e�1atence, 

Bi�hting Repo�t Ht9.h�ighte 

U�b l;gRt1ngs, wh11e not overly plentiful, ware 1t111 being repOrted. Character-
1St1CI 1tia1iJ�Ia reports of occu panu _, phys1o1og1ca1 e1'f'ects . electro'"magnet1c: (E .. M) 
efftctl • phys1ca1 IV1dence. an1mal reac;ttona • .light beams, etc • . UF<>R.·even rtceived 
severa1 commerc1a1 a1r11ne p11ot reports which, unfortunately, 1t cannot reveal. 
The$e report$ included: 

1 January 3. UFO apparently caused a frightened witness' car engine to conk 
out in Montesano, Washington. . 

1 January 18. A woman and her son saw a globe-shaped UFO with 14 box-like win­
dows that �mitted a light beam, lighting up the bricks at her feet, in Quincy, Ill. 

t January 21, Near New M�adows. Idaho. Witnesses heard dogs barking as a UFO 
flew over the area. · 

t February. About 40 repotts came frgm the swed1ah L&plahds ot UFOs W1th four­
foot h1 gh o�eupontl that aimed "a strange beam of 11ght11 at Laplander� near the Arctic 
C1rc1t .

-

• Apfil 6. A man ne�r Gratnhill. Austra11a, was "sucked out" through his house 
window 11by _ah unknown force and 1nJured" 4fter observing a ''small. saucer-shaped fated 
m�h" and • �r1g h t t•d fly1ng object. 

• AP.r11 13. _ Another case frorn Austl"ll1e saw two strange objectS 11attack" a car 
' tota1 ot savtn t1mes. 
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become 11excitable. 11 
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• April. Near Florence, Alabama, a woman 
saw two white discs pair off and follow two jet 
aircraft. 

· 

• May 16. A Navajo Indian and his family 
near Chesterfield, Ind., saw a huge UFO emitting a 
sound that apparently caused their house lights to 
fail, telephone to stop working and dogs to bark·. 
The high-pitched noise from the craft also caused 
the witnesses • 11ears to· hurt, their heads to feel 
numb and their bodies to be trembly and weak.11 

1 June'25. In the Blue Diamond afea of Ne­
vada, farmers reported UFOs that caused a powered 
generator to c_ease functioning and 1 ivestock to 

Eng�ish Sightings HighZight Second HaZf of Year 

A rash of UFO reports from England froffi May through September highlighted sightings 
from the second half of 1971. These included a highly publicized report of a police 
constable who supposedly photographed a strange object on August 16. A thorough inves­
tigation by Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Julian J;A. Hennessey and Roger Stanway disclosed that 
the "UF011 was really a reflection from a street lamp. Others included an ATV camera 
crew who reportedly photographed the flight of a UFO while filming a feature near . En· 
stone, Oxfordshire, on October 26. Other reports came from Leeds, Sheffield, Manches� 
ter, West Mai11ng, Stanford·upon-Soar, Himbleton Manor, Guerhsey and Belchar's Bar. 

Thare waa a significant sighting 1n the u.s. 1n November. On the eighth, numerous 
w1tnes�eg, inc1ud1ng a sheriff's deputy, saw a UFO in East Berne, N.Y. • that appeared 
to be "as b10 iS a car" and caused dogs to violently react and become 11teally scared.11 

Early 1ft the year UFOR learned that the UF.O Subcommittee of the prestigious Affi@ri­
can Intt1tut� Gt AeronaUt1cs and Astronautics (AIAA) had hit hard at the Condon report 
in 1ts tegullf publicat1on. Aet�mautzias emd A�f'ortouticlll (Nd\tember, 1970). 'rhe high1y 
sc1ent111 o subeomm1ttee concluded tiMt ''there 1S 1i ttl e doubt that the short .. time, (Hie­
shot approach Of ar'l ad hoo team 1i ntithtr prom111ng tHH' ecohomical. 11 Later, in its 
July tnd September, 1911. issues, the journal aired 1� a positive way two startling re­
ports from 19!& and 1957 and the aubcomm1ttae itse1f promised to keep its readers in• 
formed of future developments. 

MaDonaZd'a Death a FiPst Magnitude Tragedy 

Ear1y in March, Dr. James E. MeDona1d, an atmosphor1c p h ysi cist and one-man "ball 
of fire" 1n conv1nc1ng h1s scientific colleagues of the real ity of UFOs, spoke against 
funds for the SST before the House Appropriations Subcommittee. Rep. S11v1o Conte (R­
Mass.) threw in the irrelevant UFO "monkey wrench" and some said that McDonald's tes­
timony should be discounted because of his interest in the subject. Anyone who knew 
the physicist, of course, regarded this as nonsense. 

Then, in June, tragedy struck. McDonald's body was found in the Arizona desert. 
He was a suicide victim and the UFO field lost its most vigorous and effective propo� 
nent. Shock waves Of his death are still being felt. 

But there were others to carry on the important work of UFO research. Dr. J. A1-
1en Hynek, long-time ch1 ef sc1ent1f1c UFO consultant to the AF, announced that he was 
planning a "receipt center for UFO reports 11� Dr. David R. Saunders, of the University 
of Colorado, is reportedly still working on a computer project and other scientists 
are coming forth. 

(Continued on page 3) 
- - - --------------------------------------------- ----------- - - -----------------------------

ATTENTION SUBSCRIBERS: We ask that you send us any UFO reports, new or old. Your co­
operation in rendering us any help in this endeavor will be greatly appreciated. 
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1971 Highlights (Continued from page 2) 

Physicists Speak Out 

Several physicists spoke out for the subject during the year. The most prolific 
lecturer, by far, was Stanton T. Friedman, a nuclear physicist who spoke mostly at col­
leges and universities throughout the nation. A Centenary College, La., physics in­
structor, John Wflliams, gave several pro·UFO lectures during the year. Dr. Alexander 
Calandra, professor of physics At Washington University, Mo,, spoke at the Midwest UFO 
Conference in Bridgeton, Mo., in May. 

Dr. Richard c. 
Henry, of Johns 
Hopkins University 

Wh1le not really convinced of the reality of UFOs· in an ET 
sense, Dr. Richard C. Henry, an assistant professor of physics at 
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md., and consultant to the 
U.S. Navy on X-ray and ultra-vioJet astronomy, still believes they 
should be thoroughly studied. In an interview with a reporter on 
the Baltimore News Amerioan (November 21, 1971), he alluded to the 
Enstone, England, case (see UFO Researoh N1wstttter� Vol. I, No. 
8, P· 1). 

",.,Whet adds to the eredib1lity of the, • •  sighting.,. 1s that 
the object was seen first-nand not on1y by th' TV �rew bYt by 
others in tne Enstono ar�a as well as peop1e 1" Birmi,gham," he 
s ttted. ''When you have a pennanent record, a g r-gup of uneonneeted 
w1tnaaaes �nd the obJect 11 more comp1tx th•n just strangt lights 
1" the sky, ,YOU then havQ aometh1ng to go Pn.'' 

The astrPphysicist bo11eves the UFOs, if real, may �ome from 
oth�r at�rs or solar syst-m$ and that the general con§ensys of 
s�;ent1fic opinion is thot life may e�ist on m��Y pl�nets deep 1n 
space. 

ET otvi�isationa Coutd Be a Bittion Years O�d 

"No one knows how long c1vilizat1ons last, " Dr. Henry continued. "OuJ?s 1s younger 
than 11,000 years. Out in space there may be much older civilizations -- anywhere from 
a million to a bil11on --that presumably would have a very advanced technology." 

Dr. Henry readily admits that Mars, Venus, meteors and the like are frequent causes 
of false UFO reports. 

"The public tends to associate UFOs with astronomy, "  he remarked, "and wants to 
know why none-of them have bee�·sighted through a telescope. The odds are against that 
happenjng since a telescope gives a view of just one-millionth of the sky." 

While UFOs are still generally regarded as a disreputable subject by most scien­
tists, Or. H�nry said, these same'scientists consider the search for ET civilizations 
as within th�· realm of respectable technological pursuit (see UFO R�search NewsZetteP, 
Vol. I , Nq: 9, p. 2). 

"There was a conference in Russia just about a month ago between Russian and Ameri'Y 
can radio o�tronomers interested in directing transmissions from distant civilizations�" 
the physicist concluded. "If you polled all the scientists in the world, I think you 
would find a widespread feeling that any day could be the day when something is picked 
up." 

California Physicist Says "We Are Not A Zone! 11 

Dr. Sam Greene, head of the Sonoma State College, Ca1if., physics department, goes 
. ., even further. 

"We are not alone!" 
Ca 1 if. , Frees Democrat. 
million civilizations in 

he stated in the November 10, 1971, edition of the Santa Rosa, 
"There may be ET vi sitars, and there caul d be as many as 30 
our· ga 1 a.xy." 
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Or. Greene said that ET visitors are a "very real possibility." He added that the . 
Condon report "came to a rather unscientific conclusion • . .  To the scientist, lumping 
that which cannot be identified with sightings that can be explained, is backward and 
unscientific . . •  " 

The physicist also thinks that about half the stars in our galaxy are surrounded by 
planetary systems, many of which may support life. 

Dr. Greene is far from b�ng alone in his belief. As indicated earlier by Or. 
Henry, a significant UFO-related breakthrough came in September when a prominent group 
of American and Soviet scientists met in Armenia, U.S.S.R., to hold a conference on the 
search for ET life. Some thought that there may be Civilizations deep in space "whose 
technological sophistication would make earthlings look as though they had just crawled 
out of the primordial slime" and that an "interstellar con'inunications club" may exist, 
ready to receive us as members if we could only reach them. 

UFOR Interviewed ManteZZ Case Witness 

In its May /June news 1 etter, UFOR rev ea 1 ed an interview. it had conducted with former 
AF Lt. Col. E. Garrison Wood, a witness to the tragedy in which Capt; Thomas Mantell was 
killed while chasing a UFO over Kentucky on January 8, 1948. Col. Wood's account shed 
new light on one of the "classic" cases and tende.d to refute some of the more dramatic 
popular press versions of the incident. . " ' " " . 

In the same issue, we reported a UP! story that Dr. J. Allen Hynek may help design 
the first observatory on the moon if plans of a private New York group for taking over 
the moon flights at the termination of the Apollo program materialized, but letters to 
Hynek from U�OR failed to elicit further information concern1ng a meeting supposedly 
held on May 4 to hash out the details. 

The d1ScOVit,y of the "building blocks of 11ft'' throughout the univer�e was a s1g­
n1f1cant davt1opment. On Apr11 1, a group of National Aeronautics and Space Admini• 
stration (NASA) scientists stated that "water is the essential ingredient of comets." 
Another NASA team found identical amino acid patterns in two separate meteorites and 
this increases 11the 11ke11hood of 11fe elsewhere 1n the universe." Astronomer Karl G. 
He1nza stated, in October, that thete 1s a possibility of life on or near the planet 
Jupiter. Certain layers of the huge planet'£ atmosphere. he said, contain methane and 
ammonia. believed the bases for 11fe. Other scientists also reported finding the prew 
senca of a chemical fOrerunner Of chlorophyll and carbon monoxide in deep space. 

MaPs Ftnds Significant 

Perhaps the yeaf's most prom1Sing space explorations centered around the u.s. and 
u.s.S.R. stud1ts of the plahet Mars. 

Late 1n August. Dr. earl sagan and other sc1ent1ats r�v@aled that photographs of 
Mars showed a�us baar1ng a " remarkable" rtumbllnce to the Great Lakes and the North 
African desert, but later added that "super hurricane-force winds" could "be responsi­
ble for dust storms and calor changes" on the red planet, thereby diminishing the pos­
sibility of intelligent life as we know it. 

But not all the scientists were ready to accept that theory as the final answer. 
The Mariner 9 orbital mission provided man with his closest view of the planet, de­
spite the interfering dust storms. Mariner also sent back remarkably clear pictures 
of the planet's two "moons." In December. the Soviets admitted that they were looking 
for "oases" that might contain life with their Mars 2 and 3 probes. 

"The biosphere, if there is such, must be concentrated in such oases, .. stated Drs. 
Georgi Petrov and V. Moroz, writing in Pravda, according to a UPI wire story dated De­
cember 27, 1971. "They must be warmer and situated in low places where there is 
moisture." 

Both scientists refuted the theory that Mars is barren and made it clear that the 
Russian program is designed to search for life on the planet. A UPI story dated 
December 28, 1971, stated that the Russian probes had discovered the presence of 



UFO RESEARCH NEWSLETTER Page 5 

oxygen and atomic hydrogen in the upper atmosphere of Mars, raising further speculation 
that some form of life may exist on the planet. 

UFO Symposia 

In early November, UFOR received a report that a ·uFO symposium was being held at 
the University of Adelaide, South Australia, conducted by the South Australian Opposi­
tion Leader, Steele Hall, under the auspices of the South Australian division of the 
Austro11an end New Zealand Association for the Advancement of Science, but no details 
as to the outeome of the meetings have as yet been received, 

On November 22 �"d 23, a scientific UrO symposium was held at the University of 
Arizona (UA) sponsored by the UA student chapter of the AIAA and the Aerial Phenomena 
Research Organization (APRO). 

Dr. Frank Salisbury. exobiologist from Utah State University and expert in Martian 
biology, stated that "it is almost incomprehensible that earth is the only place there 
is life," according to the Tucson Start, November 24, 1971. Furthermore, he added, 
"life can exist with conditions extremely different from earth." He has seen plants 
survive at 20 degrees below zero without OxYgen and said thot s'1�nt13tl have grown 
life forma in gasoline, o11 end 54lt. 

"We hav.- seen very •tranpe &ituations where 11fe exists," he remtrktd. 
Two ttart11ng cases 1nvol v1 n g pnya1o1ogiea1 tffectt to witness•� wtrt next d1s· 

cussed by � Univers1ty of Toronto b1ophys1e1st, John c. Munday. 
In Colombia, 1n 196i, ht stated, atven adu1ta �nd six c�ilgren §iW a luminous, 

orange UFO wit� a humano1d·11�e �ccupJnt 1ns1dt. The object rose ang disappeared as 
one of the witnesses �gpro•ch�d. ' Two day5 1tttr the observ@r got s1qk and, in tight 
days , was dead. 

''He might have died from the effects of radiation," Munday $pecu1ated. "Lethal 
radiation syndrome take.s about one week for death, The symptoms in the UFO �1tness 
paralleled those of rad1oactiveJy-e�pos�d patients." 

Tests were not made at the time. the biophysicist explained, b�cause the incident 
was not reported until after the man's demise. 

In the second case, a woman experienced cycles of skin reddening, drylng and peel­
ing after sighting a UFO, also colored orange. Munday stated that numerous UFO witnes­
ses had experienced similar rad1oactive·symptoms. He suggested that p1ants in the area 
of UFO sightings should be tested with a polygraph, then photographed with infrared 
film to detect possibly diseased vegetation. 

Dr. R. �eo Sprinkle, a University' of Wyoming psychologist, stated that "the child­
like part of us wishes to .believe in UFOs, while the parent part of us cautions against 
such acceptance.�' He adde<;f that 90% of all sightings are not reported and that witnes­
ses are "!normal' people perceiving and reporting 'abnormal' pheno�na." Most witnes­
ses, ne add�g� exhibit no " abn��ffi���� B��chological conditio�s. 

Speculation for the Future "DifficuU" 

As always with the UFO subject, speculation concerning the future is, to put it 
mildly, diffiGvlt. Some ufolpgist.� predict a major sighting wave in 1972, but there 
has been no really reliable patt�rn� tQ waves in t.he past, despite the pronouncements 
of some researchers to the contrary. We can only state that the UFO subject is far 
from dead and 1972 wi 11 undoubtedly add further evidence to this fact. 

During the past year, some reliable ufologists have apparently become discouraged 
with the lack of scientific and public attention to UFOs. We can only urge them to be 
more optimistic. The past -- and present -- record clearly shows the possibility that 
ET beings have been observing us. The added impetus�of an international search for ET 
life through radio astronomy should bolster optimism. But what is still badly needed 
is a full-scale scientific investigation of sighting reports. The Colorado Project 
miserably failed in attempting to do this and squashed hopes for any such investigation 
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in the near future. This is extremely unfortunate. We could now be attempting to con- , 
tact ET beings who may already be roaming our atmosphere than trying to signal civiliza­
tions hundreds or millions of light years aw�. 

MARYLANDERS SIGHT STRANGE OBJECTS 

In December, Maryland wi�nesses sighted UFOs on two different occasions. 
At 9 p.m. on the 13th, Mike Walsh and Burton Wheedleton, state game wardens, saw 

two objects with red, green and white flashing lights over Easton, a small town on the 
Eastern Shore. The sighting was confirmed by Officer J.F. Cooper of the Easton state 
police barracks, who said the UFOs were visible from the barracks at one point, stated 
the December 14, 1971, edition of the Balt1�ore Sun. 

Officials at the Patuxent Naval Air Test Center in Lexington Park, Md., and the 
Dover, Delaware, AF base, said that they had no aircraft in the area at the time of the 
sighting. Dover.officials later said, however, that they had detected "something" on 
their radar and thought it could have been an airplane, but were not sure. 

Gerald Wait, Michael Doyle and Joe Cariola, Jr. , were driving in the vicinity of 
Adamstown, near Frederick, on the evening of the 2nd when they saw a UFO with three 
bright lights hovering in the sky. They stopped their car and obserVed multi-colored 
lights on a d?me;-�haped object with four.pip�-like.y�_rtical tt:Jpes. The lights appeared 
as large in cu•cumference as the moon, stated the Dl!tember 3� '1.971, e�ition of the 
Frederick Poet, and hovered at an altitude of approximately 1,000 feet for several 
minutes before blinking out one at a time. . 

, About 10 minutes later, Cariola said, the larger lights tame back oh and the UFO 
flew toward the southwest. The witnesses said they "just didn't believe it.11 

UFOs --_AnPSPHEBl.C.. OR EXTRATERRESTRtAL? 

By or. Jamea E. McDona1d 
[Pcu't , of a ••M-••· BefoH hts dsath �n tlwns, un .. Drt. MdDor&a�d wae sentoJ' physt­

�.�. fht lnet�tkt• of Atmosphl�o Phyttos, �tvereity of Arisona, Tuoeo�� �sona. 
lot,�wing � •�rpts �m_a prep�d ttat•ment of a �atk giv�n M� 3t, tB68, to 
thl �toa,o ohaptl� of thB ��oan Netlo�tog�ca� Sooilty] · 

AI I aha11 tr,y to show tn � remarks, our field of meteorology haa long been uaed 
to cull 11e•p 1 anat1ons11 for UFOs. By and 1ergt the c:u111n; has been done by person1 
who reveal 11ttle o� no grasp of the atmospheric phenomena tb which they have appeared 
1n tht1r efforts to support the v1ew, long espoused by AF Project Bluebook. that UFOs 
are . 1 1tt1e more than m�s1nterp�ted _ nitufa1 �h enomena • • •  The fealin; that UFOs w111 be 
accountld for, soo11et o� later, tn terms ot atmospheri c pi'IYI1c:a., hat bten held by 
many.,. tkept1c1 111 the ensuing 20 �tars. Thus , br. i.U. Oondon . d1rtctor of the pre­
sent AF·apontortd U�O Project at the Un1vera1ty of Co, orado was quoted 1n tht press not 
long ago . . . 11 sa,y1ng, 11 ... 1t 1s my bet that all th11 (the UF'Os) will be exp1a-1ned one 
day when we know more about atmospheric phenomena." Dr. Donald Menzel, former Direc­
tor, Harvard College Observatory, has written two books • • •  which lean primarily ·Upon 
atmospheric phenomena to explain aw� UFOs. Quite recently, Philip J. Klass, a senior 
editor of Avtation WB•k .. has published a book • • •  which seeKs to explain many UFO s1ght-
1ngs 1n terms of "freak. atmospheric electrical phenomena" of plasmoid nature. Clearly. 
our f1e1d has become implicated 1n the UFO puzzle •. • 

I hope to show you • • •  how unreasonable are many of the past and current efforts to 
tr.y to force UFOs 1nto a meteorological mold... · 

Arnold's 1947 si ghting of nine undulating discs. viewed from an aircraft at about 
9,000 feet, 1s O P.tica1 1 y interest1ng because the objects' azimuth reportedly changed 
by about 90°• and their apparent angle of elevation increased by pe rha ps 5°i Menit1 
(1953) considers the poss1b111ty that Arnold was 1ook1ng at snow blowing off mounta1n 
ridges, remarking tbat "These rapidly sh1ft1ng . t11t1ng clouds of snow would reflect 
the sun like a mirror.11 Mirror-like reflection is attributed by Menzel (and m1sce1 · 

laneous AF spokesmen over the years) to clouds, fog, haze . • .  By 1963 Menzel had 
shifted his explanation of the famous Arnold sighting; now it became a mirage, a mirage 
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that gave the impression of nine fast-moving, flashing discs somehow moving from Ar­
nold's northwest to his southeast, and climbing-out in the process. A mirage for an 
observer at 9,000 feet strains meteorological imagination, even without demanding that 
it account for 90 degrees of illusory motion of nine flipping discs, but the fact that 
Arnold has emphasized that he was climbing in his own aircraft during all this pro­
cess, and that the objects were gaining angular altitude all the while, makes that ex­
planation quite unacceptable. Yet it is not only Menzel 's explanation, but also the 
official Project Bl�ebook explanation. 

Chiles-Whitted Similarly Explained 

In another classic case, the July 24, 1948, Chiles-Whitted sighting in an Eastern 
Airlines DC-3 at 5,000 feet over Montgomery, Ala., at about 0300, the pilot and co­
pilot described an elongated object "the size of a B-29 fuselage" rushing toward them 
on near-collision course, exhibiting window-like or port-like openings along its side 
from which emanated a bright glow, and hav ing a bluish glow from nose to tail along its 
underaurface and e bright r�H:l flame·like wake, After passing QrJ their right, 1t d1d 
an abrupt p�fl�up and d 1 sapp�ared, In 1953, MQ"�e1 construed-tMis «§a mifag� . • •  �but 
by 19fi� Menz@1 had switehed to 'h� v1ew that this was a bright meta�r (still - i�nori"g 
the ports, the pull�up, and the f@ct th�t it was first seen coming py� of a clqudbank 
at DC-3 a1t1tudel ) . To tnaka the 19§3 expl�nation even less sathflaq1ory, M11u:e1 su�. 
gested that th1s was a t1reball frPm the � D�lt� Aquarid meteor stream , t

.
h
.
enAbY being in 

error by almcyst 180° with ro,ReQt to the r�diant. But the AF adoptqd th� m�teDr exp 
planation for this one, just as they have adopted other Menzel explAn�tigns,,, Many 
more such "explanations" could be cited from Menzel's writings... -

Philip Klass concedes to the Menzelian position the point that probably many UFOs 
are the kind of meteorological effects that astronomer Menzel adduces; but the residue 
of harder-to-explain cases Klass would subsume under his rubric of "plasma�UFOs ... " 
What is so surprising about his position is that he ·quite blandly ignores the most 
salient characteristics of plasmas -- their extreme instability and short 11fe-t1mes, 
their dependence upon very strong power sources to maintain free-eloctron populations 
in the face of decay processes, and their �r1tical confinement requ1rements. Furthtr� 
more, he reel 1y does not confront the fact thgt the truly provgcati vo UrO reports are 
clo$t•range, low-altitude sightings of seemingly solid objects with �onfigyrations that 
can only be described (if we acce� t accounts of many seemingly reli�ble witnesses) as 
"structural" �r. "fabricated" in the sense of appearing to be a product of technology, 
something th�� seems to have (in many cases) ports or apertures, leg-like appendages, 
and other non-plasmoidal appurtenances • . .  

Since there app�ar to be far more UFO reports than ball lightning reports on re� 
cord, with the modal size and duration of the latter quite dissimilar to UFOs, Klass 
ha� ·net �91yed the UFO myster.y. �Y a q�H� wide margin. 

SIGHTING CAPSULES 

The following sighting reports have also come to UFOR's attention: 
t December 13-14, 1971. About 11:30 p.m. Cpvetown, Md. Witnesses, including 

Police Officer Earl Schlotterbeck, reported seeing a large white light with flashing 
red lights over the town for a period of several nights, stated the December 16, 1971, 
edition of the Hagerstown, Md., Mail. The object would circle, change speeds, and 
hover. (Possible explanation: helicopter or aircraft, though no sound was reported). 

• October 27, 1971. Evening. San Antonio, Texas. Witness saw "a tiny point of 
light blinking on and off," stated the San Antonio,.�Texas, Ught, October 29, 1971. 
As seen through binoculars, it looked like ''a white , circle-shaped object with revolv­
ing lights beaming under it." (Possible explanations: planetary illusion, an adver­
tising plane or a balloon). 
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• October 21, 1971. 8:40p.m. Western and north-central New Mexico. Many wit­
nesses reported a "fireball" crash and start small fires. Others said they saw the ob- . 
ject, with a flame being emitted from its bottom, ascend, then explode, according to 
the Los Alamos, N.M., Monitor. October 22, 1971. (Possible explanation: an abortive • 

missile shot or bolide meteor). 
t October 14, 1971. About 7:50 p.m. Braintree-Hanover-Chelsea-Weymouth, Mass., 

area. Numerous observers saw,an object "about the size of a basketball and flaming 
red" that seemed to fall into a patch of woods, said the October 20, 1971, edition of 
the Quincy, Mass., Patriot Ledger. (Probable explanation: meteorite) . 

• October 13, 1971. 5:55 p.m. Near Elwin, Ill. Leonard Strum and Darrell Rich­
ardson saw a cigar-shaped object that looked like "shiny aluminum reflecting the sun-
light." It was heading north. · 

• September 14, 1971. Around 2 p.m. Coogee Bay, New South Wales, Australia. 
Three nurses said they saw a round, orange-red object that changed to White and flashed 
"as if reflecting the sun's rays ... It headed southeast and· disappeared behind a cloud 
cover. (Probable explanation: a balloon with a reflective device for tracking that 
was released from the Williamtown Air Base). 

t September 10; 1971. 7:30 J}.l11. Near Decatur, Ill. Betty Howard, Ford Lewis 
and others. Witnesses reported .. a small silVer disc ... that seemed to be reflecting 
sunlight for about an hour ... (Possible e�planatioo; Venus). 

• September 7, 1971. 5 a.m. Near Decatur; Ill. About half-a-dozen witnesses 
saw two objects-- one in the northwest and the other in the southeast. ·Both were 
"flashing colored lights" and "flying around the objects were a few small white ligHts 
that looked like stars." 

• September 7, 1971. lO:iS p.m. Near Decatu�, Ill. lhree sheriff's deputies 
reported "a bright light" in the sky. . 

t .J�ly 27, 1971. 10:55 p.m. Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. Mr. and Mrs. 
R. S�ub�s saw "two light trails with a flattened ba11 shape in front traveling very 
fast.'' 1he object was described as a white-blue 11ght trailing a red tail. (Possible 
explanation: meteor) . .. 

(The reports from Australia were described 1n the September/October, 1971, edition 
of U.F.o.I.C. Newstettett; those of September 7 and 10 and October 13,1971, ,are from 
the December, 1971, ed1t1on of Skytook). 

11GAZ>ETTE" ARTI.CLE EDITOR.IAL.I_ZES TU,CSQti SYMPOSIUM 

fhe De�&mber 1, 1971. ed1t1on of the Phoenix; Ar1z •• aasette� ha$ published an 1n­
tefes�lng editor1a1 on the UFO sym�os1um held i� T�csan on

. 
November �2-23, 1971 (see 

page 5 _. _ 
11 fie conf!�f!nte,11 1t stated, 11sa.Y� a gf'eat dta1 fOr the eurios1ty Of mafl, As long 

as queat1ona rsrnatn unctnswered , peop1o w111 seareh for the afi§Wers, and that quality of 
the human sp1r1t su�a1y promises mankind a brighter future. One of the $peakers . • . ob� 
served that UFOs are not readily accepted because science insists there is no room for 
novelty. Surely that is a point scientists might profitably ponder··-- flying saucers 
aside. Is science stifled by a relentless insistence on fact? Or, for that matter, is 
philosophy troubled because it is far to willing to grasp for novelty? Whether flying 
saucers exist or not, they may be serving a distinct purpose as a misty reference point 
for exciting exchanges of ideas that would not be generated by discussion of more tan­
gible subjects. Out of that exchange may come some breakthroughs having nothing to do 
with UFOs." 

�-�-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Vol. I, No. 11, of UFO ReBearoh NewBZetter will be ready for mailing on or about Febru­
ary 15, 1972. Included will be (1) opinions on the UFO subject by Dr. Robert F. Cree­
gan, professor of philosophy at the State University, Albany, N.Y.; and (2) excerpts 
from a prepared statement of a speech by Dr. James E. McDonald before the Burro Club, 
Washington, D. C., June 3, 1968. 
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